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Skills
Create and read words by joining words to make 

compound words.  

Preparing the Game

Print the game on cardstock and cut into cards. 

More Build a Word games are available in the 
Rainbow Reading Games Collection at  

www.kids-reading-games.com  

For more Games and Activities for Phonics and Reading please visit 
www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Games-4-Learning  
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Build A Word Instructions 

Build A Word Game 
A game for 2 - 4 players 

Getting Ready 
Lay the cards face down in the center. 
Playing The Game 
The first player turns over 2 cards, a short card and a long card. 
The two cards are placed together to see if a word is made. If a word is made, the cards 
are taken and put beside the player and the player has another turn.  
If a word has not been made, the cards are turned over and returned to their places and 
the next player has a turn. 
Play until no cards remain or no words can be made with the remaining cards. 
The winner is the person with the most words at the end of the game. 
Please Note: In some games there may be cards left over that do not match as there may 
be different possible word combinations in the game. 

Build A Word Competition 
A game for 2 players 

Getting Ready 
Lay the cards face down in the center. 
  
Playing The Game 
Each player takes 6 short cards and 6 long cards.  
The players then try to make as many words as they can with their cards.  
Each card can only be used in one word so no more than 6 words can be made by a 
player.  
The players score one point for each word that they make.  
Play 5 rounds as above and then tally the points for each round. The winner is the player 
with the most points.  
(Please Note: Cards cannot be placed upside down to make a word – the graphics must 
always be at the top of the card.) 

Build A Word - Cut and Paste 
A Challenge for Individuals 

Print the game sheet onto paper. Cut the game sheet into individual cards.  
Use the cards to make as many words as possible then glue the words onto a sheet of 
paper.  

Build A Word Challenge 
A Challenge for Individuals 

Cut the game sheet into individual cards. The challenge is to use each of the pieces to 
create words with no cards being left over.  
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Build A Word – Compound Words 
Create and read words by joining words to make compound words.  

arm paper wet side 

birth book bed fish 

home chair out house 

play day star light 

sun work light ball 

news ground moon suit 

cook light snow room 
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